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wreck. Spoon Decorah, of Adams county, a cousin of this
man, is the oldest of the tribe in this state, whose faculties
are well preserved;' although Four Deer, also of Adams
county, is accounted to be nearly as old. Each of them
claims to be upwards of ninety years, but they are proba-
bly much younger than that. Black Hawk, who has a
homestead four miles northeast of Black River Falls, in the
town of Albion, Jackson county, claimsto be seventy,
probably an exaggeration of ten years. He is a large. im-
posing fellow, of good habits. and a good reputation
among the whites. He has two wives, and although he
has lost several children he still has nearly a dozen left.
This Black Hawk is a distant relative of a Winnebago war-
rior named Black Hawk, who claimed to have discovered
the celebrated Sac chief of the same name, when the latter
was a fugitive after the battle of Bad Axe, in August, 1832.
It is related by the descendants of the Winnebago Black
Hawk of that day, that One-eyed Decorah (Big Canoe) had
a village at the mouth of the Black river, and every day
various hunting parties would go out into the neighbor-
hood after game.* The Winnebago Black Hawk was out
one day, when he came across the Sac fugitive, and imme-
diately returned to camp and notified his companions.
There was a council as to who should go and take the Sac.
the Indian agent at Prairie du Chien having given general
instructions to all Winnebagoes to bring in the runaway.
Winnebago Black Hawk declined to go himself, as he
claimed to entertain a superstitious notion that he was
not *“ called ” by the Great Spirit to do that kind of work.

!Spoon Decorah died October 13, 1887, near Necedah, at the probable age
of eighty-four. I interviewed him the March preceding, in company with
Moses Paquette, and the venerable savage paid me a return call in Madison
during the intervening summer, in company with Four Deer, Doctor
Decorah, and a half-breed interpreter from Portage. Spoon wasa fine speci-
men of his race, physically and mentally. Four Deer is the orator of
his tribe, and has a somewhat stately appearance. Doctor Decorah is
the head medicine man, has a comical physiognomy, and is much of a
wit.— Eb,

*Some say that this village was on the La Crosse river, near where Sa-
lem now is.— PAQUETTE,



